Special Committee on Discipline 

As at 1st December 2006, there have been 40 disciplinary complaints (28 formal complaints and 12 initiated by the Bar Council itself).  The result/progress of the 47 cases is as follows:

	Result/Progress
	No of matters

	Dismissed
	16

	Admonished/Advised
	5

	Referred to BDT
	4

	Under investigation
	15


From previous years there were 17 complaints still outstanding.  The result/progress of the 17 cases are as follows:

	Result/Progress
	No of matters

	Dismissed
	9 (from 2006)

	Admonished/Advised
	2 (from 2006)

	Referred to BDT
	2 (from 2006)
1 (from 2005)

	Under investigation
	2 (from 2006)


In addition to the ongoing 10 BDT cases brought forward from 2006, another 4 cases were referred to a BDT in 2007.

Two BDT decisions were handed down in 2007.

There are 12 outstanding BDT cases at the moment. (1 from a complaint in 2003, 3 from 2004, 3 from 2005; 2 from 2006 and 3 from 2007.)

There were 47 complaints in 2006, so there has been a significant drop in complaints from the public.  Of the 40 disciplinary matters, 12 were initiated by the Bar Council, usually as a result of adverse comments by magistrates or judges.  Many of the complaints, were dismissed as being unmeritorious and the figures are somewhat artificially inflated by a serial complainant who in judicial terms would be classified as a vexatious litigation but whose complaints we are obliged to have investigated.
I should like to pay tribute to the members of the Special Committee on Discipline whose reports and investigations, time-consuming that they are, are always rendered meticulously and fairly, making the decision of the Bar Council so much easier.
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Membership:
Mr. Clive Grossman, SC (Chairman)

Mr. Joseph Tse, SC (Vice Chairman)

Mr. Eric Kwok, SC
Mr. Anderson Chow, SC
Mr. Peter Duncan, SC
Mr. Leo Remedios
Mr. Ronald Tang
Mr. C K Wong
Mr. Bernard Chung
Mr. Keith Yeung
Mr. Walker Sham
Mr. James Thomson
Mr. Paul Lam
Mr. Lawrence Ng
Mr. Frederick Chan
Mr. Timmy Yip
Mr. Sanjay Sakhrani
Ms. Linda Chan
Ms. Phillis Loh
Ms. Audrey Campbell-Moffat.
I should also like to say a special word of thanks to those members of the Bar who, for nominal reward, have devoted so much time to the thankless task of prosecuting in the BDTs.  
This year they are: 
Mr. Gerard McCoy, SC

Mr. Neville Sarony, SC

Mr. Nicholas Adams

Mr. Peter Cahill

Mr. John Dunn

Mr. Felix Hoe

Ms. Annie Lai

Mr. Osmond Lam

Mr. Walter Lau

Mr. James McGowan

Mr. Keith Oderberg

Ms. Mahinder Panesar

Mr. Robert Pang
Mr. Wong Hay-Yiu

Ms. Elizabeth Yang

Mr. Raymond Yu
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